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1. INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Survey

The main objectives of the 1974 Ichon Resurvey are as follows:

1. To discern changes in the level and patterns of fertility and family planning during
1965-74 through comparison of the findings of the 1965 Ichon survey with those
of the present resurvey;

2. To examine how the socio-economic structure and value system are related to demo-
graphic behavior of the population;

3. To assess major problems in implementing the national family planning program and
to seek adequate measures to solve these problems; and

4. To collect information for testing various assumptions which have been commonly
adopted in Korea for estimating fertility and other demographic indices, such as infant
mortality, abortion rate, and those concerning the effect of family planning program.

Significance

The 1974 Ichon resurvey was conducted with both academic and policy interests. The
survey was designed not only to observe the trends and patterns in fertility behavior and
attitudes. It was also intended to identify the causes and consequences of changes in fertil-
ity behavior in the larger societal context. Furthermore, it was to provide materials which
would have special importance to developing and evaluating various methods or techniques
of demographic analysis.

As far as we can determine, this is the only comprehensive study in Korea that embraces
all these features. A preliminary analysis of the data has already revealed that the prevailing
ideas in Korea about population change and factors affecting it contain a number of biases
and errors. Moreover, some methodological problems have been identified with respect to
the analysis of demographic data, especially survey returns. Last but not the least impor-
tant, the survey findings thus far have also suggested that new insights are needed for
effective implementation of the existing population control policies as well as for the
development of new policy measures.
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made possible with a generous grant support by the Population Council, New York. We
also would like to express our sincere gratitude to Professor Vincent H. Whitney of the
Population Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania, for his continuous interests in both
of our projects.
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In short, this study is expected to make a significant contribution to the development of
social demography of fertility behavior in Korea as well as the formation of more effective
policies of population control.

Previous Survey

The major topics covered in the 1965 Ichon survey are:

1. Fertility differentials by demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the res-

pondents;

2. Fertility and *‘intermediate variables’’;

3. Knowledge, attitudes and practice of family planning;

4. Family types and family values.

The respondents consisted of all currently married women at age 20-44, living within
the administrative boundary of Ichon Eup. In all, 2,024 such women were interviewed. In
addition, one hundred in-depth interviews were conducted.

The 1965 Ichon survey is, in a sense, an integral part of the present attempt. Most of
our objectives stated above can only be achieved through comparison of the 1965 survey
data with the results from the 1974 survey. This 1965 survey is also of great significance
in comprehending the recent trends in fertility and family planning practice because of its
timing and survey area.

Though officially started in 1962, the national family planning program in Korea came
to take a firm shape only around 1965. In this sense, the 1965 survey can be regarded as
one of the base-line surveys conducted in Korea, dealing with fertility and family planning.
Most social surveys in Korea, including those on fertility and family planning, used to be
and still are conducted either in typical rural villages or in big cities. Furthermore, behavior
patterns of people vary greatly in accordance with the degree of urbanization of the area
of residence in this country. Therefore, it is obvious that a survey in a middle-sized town
would fill a gap in our knowledge about fertility behavior of Koreans in this particular
sense, thus helping us assemble a comprehensive national picture of demographic develop-
ment.

Orgapization of Report

In this report, we will first describe briefly the methodology adopted for the 1974 Ichon
Resurvey (Chapter II) and then present an overview of the results of the survey (Chapter
III). To look at major trends in fertility performance and fertility control behavior, the
results will be compared with the 1965 survey findings in Chapter IV. Finally, we will
sumimarize in Chapter V the major highlights of the findings and discuss implications for
further studies and population policies.

II. METHODOLOGY

Design of the Survey

Ichon Resurvey was primarily designed to obtain a set of data comparable to the 1965
survey data for the same area and to trace the fertility behavior of the 1965 respondents,
not migrated to elsewhere. Emphasis was also placed upon collecting information on
socio-economic aspects of fertility behavior and data needed for evaluation of various
demographic techniques which utilize incomplete data or survey returns.

Field Procedures
The main field survey was conducted during the period from January 30 to February 28
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1974 using structured questionnaire on fertility and the family. The second field survey
which is consisted of two different sample surveys and indepth interviews was conducted
in August 1974. Sample surveys were directed to 414 selected wives and husbands and
indepth interviews to 67 selected women to obtain supplementary and substantive infor-
mation on their fertility behavior.

Coverage and Response Rate

Through the use of household roster, a total of 4,433 women aged 15-59 were identified
in the survey area. Of those identified, 3,295 ever married women, regardless of their
current marital status, were eligible to be interviewed for the survey. Of those eligible to
be interviewed, 3,194 (97 percent) were successfully interviewed and the remaining 101 (3
percent) were unable to be interviewed for one reason or another. As shown in Table 1,
the response rate was about the same for urban and rural sectors of the survey area.

Data Preparation

Data from completed interview schedules were carefully edited and coded according to
detailed guide. Coded data were keypunched and verified and then transferred to a stan-
dard computer tape. Data were machine-edited for impossible values and inconsistencies
between key items of data. Basic analysis was performed using the card and tape files at
several computing facilities available to us during the long period of data processing.

Analysis of Data

Data presented in this report are analyzed, for the most part, using simple descriptive
statistics such as percentages and means. More sophisticated analyses examining several
methodological issues and testing specific hypotheses are still under way and will be
reported at a later date.

Table 1. Number of Women* Enumerated and Completed Interviews, Ichon Survey, 1974

Urban Area Rural Area Total
(1) Total number of women enumerated 3,396 1,037 4,433
(2) Number of women ever married 2,539 756 3,295
(3) Number of women interviewed 2,465 729 3,194
(4) Response rate (3)/(2) 97.1% 96.4% 96.9%

* Women 15-59 years old.

III. RESULTS

_ Survey results presented in this chapter are based on 3,194 completed interviews unless
otherwise indicated. Statistical tables are intentionally condensed and simplified in order to
present the overall picture of the survey, leaving more detailed tables in Appendix A.

General Characteristics

General characteristics of respondents are summarized in Table 2. Of the 3,193 women
interviewed, 77.2 percent resided in the urban sector of Ichon Eup and the remainder
in the rural sector. Proportionally slightly more young women were found in the urban
sector. The terms “‘urban’ and “‘rural’’ used in this survey reflect more functional defini-
tions than that adopted in the Korean population census. A Eup (town) is a subarea
subsumed in the Gun category which is considered to be rural in the census. Ichon Eup,
however, has been an administrative town for a long time and it contains many urban
characteristics, culturally and economically. In fact, Ichon consists of a central urban core
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and surrounding rural tracts. ‘

More than 70 percent of women were born in rural farming villages, indicating that
many moved to this town from rural villages. About 70 percent of respondents lived in
this town for the last 5 years or longer and this percentage is especially lower for women
under 30 years old. In fact, about two-thirds of women under 30 years of age moved to
this town during the last 5 year period.

More than two-thirds of women had at least 4 years of formal education. Educational
backgrounds vary widely by age. In general, young women were more educated than older
women. Virtually all young women completed at least elementary school education, for
the elementary school education became compulsory since 1948. Conversely, the rate of
illiteracy was higher for older women. About 50 percent of women aged 50-59 were illit-
erate, 25 percent for the 40-49 age group and 1 percent for women under 30 years of age.

About 15 percent of women were gainfully employed at the time of the survey and
roughly one-half of these employed women worked outside of their home. The employment
rate was the highest (21 percent) for the 40-49 age group and the lowest (9 percent) for
women under 30 years of age. About 10 percent of women were not currently married at
the time of the survey and, as expected, this percentage was higher for older women.
Among women with spouse present, 55 percent of husbands were engaged in non-farm
occupations. While 79 percent of husbands had non-farm jobs for the youngest age group,
only 18 percent did so for the oldest age group.

Table 2. General Characteristics of Respondents
Characteristics 15-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 Total
Number of women 842 1,017 781 554 3,194
Percent urban 84.6 78.2 72.3 70.9 77.2
Percent born in farming villages 65.5 71.3 73.6 71.1 70.6
Percent lived 5 or more years in Ichon 37.8 73.5 86.2 87.9 69.6
Percent with 4 or more years of
formal education 95.7 81.2 52.1 19.7 67.2
Percent illiterate 1.3 6.5 25.4 50.2 17.4
Percent employed 9.0 15.1 21.0 12.3 14.7
Percent with spouse not present 0.1 4.7 14.2 34.1 10.9
Percent with husband in non-farm
occupations 78.6 65.8 42.8 17.7 55.2
Percent Buddhist 21.3 32.8 40.0 37.9 32.4
Percent Christian 13.5 12.1 11.1 14.1 12.6

Religious background of respondents is similar to that of the national population. While
about 50 percent of respondents professed to be without religion, one-third identified
themselves as Buddhists, 13 percent as Christians and the rest were affiliated with other
minor religious groups.

Pregoancy and Fertility

Fertility performance is assessed using the number of live births reported in a series of
systematically probed questions concerning pregnancy history and pregnancy outcome.
Data on pregnancy outcome are summarized in Table 3. The average number of preg-
nancies for all respondents was about 5 and the average number of live births was 4.2.
Obviously these averages were lower for women who were still in child bearing ages than
for those who completed their childbearing. The average number of pregnancies among
women aged 45 and over was about 7. There is some indication that pregnancies might
be slightly underreported among women 50 years old and over. This skepticism seems to
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be more apparent when we compare the number of pregnancies with the number of live
births for older women.

Table 3. Average Number of Pregnancies, Live Births and Pregnancy Wastage by Age of Women

Average Average Average Average Number of Number Percent

Number Number Number  Number Induced A- of of
Age of Preg-  of Live of Preg- of Indu- bortions Per Women  Total
_ nancies Births nancy ced Abor- 1,000 Live
Wastage  tions Births

Under 25 1.51 1.05 .46 .13 124 321 10.1
25-29 2.90 2.11 .79 .41 194 521 16.3
30-34 4.35 3.39 .96 .62 183 529 16.6
35-39 5.83 4.45 1.38 1.05 236 488 15.3
40-44 6.45 5.30 1.15 .89 168 396 12.4
45-49 7.08 6.14 .94 .65 106 385 12.0
50-54 6.80 6.35 .45 .23 36 304 9.5
55-59 6.89 6.60 .29 .05 8 250 7.8
All Ages 5.07 4.21 .86 .56 133 3,194 100.0

Pregnancy wastage data are also summarized in Table 3. Nearly one pregnancy per
woman was wasted and about two-thirds of pregnancy wastage was due to induced abor-
tion. As indicated earlier, pregnancy wastage might be underreported among women aged
50 and over. The rate of induced abortion (number of induced abortions per 1,000 live
births) exceeds 100 for all women under age 50. The rate is especially high for the 35-39
age group. For this age group, nearly one-fifth of pregnancies (or one quarter of live
births) were resulted in induced abortions. Inferring from respondents’ age and their preg-
nancy history, it is interesting to observe that the incidence of abortions was highest
among women who went through their most fertile ages during the second half of the
1950s, the period immediately preceeding the initiation of national family planning prog-
rams. This seems to confirm the assertion that people were well motivated for family limi-
tation prior to the national family planning campaign. Also, the data seem to indicate
that the abortion rate had declined since early 1960’s.

Table 4 presents fertility and abortion differentials by educational ‘characteristics of
women. The average number of live births varies widely by the level of woman’s education.

Table 4. Average Number of Live Births and Induced Abortions by Level of Education
Average Average Number of Mean Number  Percent
Number Number of Induced Age at of of
Level of Education of Live  Induced Abortions  First Women Total

Births Abortions Per 1,000 Madrriage
Live Births

7 years or more 2.48 0.65 262 22.0 748 23.4
4-6 years 3.91 0.64 164 19.7 1,400 43.8
3 years or less 5.36 0.51 95 17.5 487 15.3
Illiterate 6.28 0.30 48 16.9 559 17.5
All Women 4.21 0.56 133 19.4 3,194 100.0

While women with 7 years or more formal education bad, on the average, 2.5 children,
illiterate women had 6.3 children — nearly 2.5 times as many as the former group. On the
other hand, the rate of abortion was the highest among women with 7 years or more
formal education and the lowest among illiterate women, suggesting that |the practice of
family limitation started among more educated women and disseminated down to less
educated women. Furthermore, educational attainment has a significant effect on the
timing of marriage. The mean age of first marriage was 22 for those with |7 years or
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more formal education and it was about 17 among illiterate women. Marriage pattern
will be discussed more later in this chapter. v

More detailed information on pregnancy, fertility, abortion and age at marriage are
presented in Appendix Tables A-1 through A-6. The negative relationship between educa-
tion and fertility is clearly shown in all age groups, although it is less apparent in older
age groups (Table A-2). As shown in Table A-2, among the socio-economic background
variables considered education appears to be the most important, factor influencing fertility
differentials. Residential background of women is also an important variable related to
the fertility differentials. Other correlates of education such as-newspaper reading, trips to
cities and exposure to mass communication media seem to exert moderate influence on
fertility. It should be also noted that the possession of modern conveniénces does not seem
to discriminate fertility differences very well. This may be interpreted as preliminary
evidence for a very weak relationship between income and fertility, though further statis-
tical analyses are needed to draw more definite conclusions. With regard to the fertility
differentials by religious affiliation, there is evidence that the fertility level is slightly lower
for Christians than for Buddhists and others (mainly those without religion). The extent
of fertility differentials by husband’s occupation is not great, although farmers and the
unemployed exhibit characteristically higher fertility.

The positive relationship between the rate of induced abortion and the level of woman’s
education is fairly consistent in all age groups(Table A-4). As expected, the rate of induced
abortions was higher among Christians, women whose husbands were engaged in white
collar occupations, women with urban residential background and women who read news-
paper daily. On the other hand, the rate of spontaneous abortion does not seem to vary
by woman’s education and other background variables (Table A-5). The age at first
marriage was higher for more educated women than for less educated women in all age
groups, more apparent for younger women (Table A-6).

Infant and Childhood Mortality

Mortality data presented in this section are based on the information gathered through
systematically probed questions concerning the living status of live born children. The
average number of children died for all respondents was 0.74 and about one-half of the
death occurred before age one (see Table 5). The number of infant deaths per 1,000 live
births for all respondents was 81 and it varied widely by age of mothers, ranging from
118 for the 55-59 age group to 38 for the 25-29 group. Translating mothers® ages to
calendar years in which they spent their most fertile ages, the infant mortality rates shown

Table 5. Average Number of Children Ever Died by Age of Women
Average Average Number of Number Percent
Number Number Infant of of
Age of All of Deaths Per  Women Total

Deaths Infant 1,000 Live
Deaths  Births

Under 25 .06 .05 47.6 321 10.1
25-29 .10 .08 37.9 521 16.3
30-34 .24 17 50.2 529 : 16.6
35-39 .42 .26 58.4 488 15.3
40-44 .81 .43 81.1 396 12.4
45-49 1.49 .65 105.9 385 12.0
50-54 1.70 .66 103.9 304 9.5
55-59 2.23 .78 118.2 250 7.8

All Ages .74 .34 80.8 3,194 100.0
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in Table 5 can be interpreted as the rates prevailed very roughly during the period between
1930 to 1970. Although more rigorous statistical analysis is required, it may be reasonable
to suggest that the infant mortality has been steadily declining. Of course, this observation
is based on one middle size town and may not be generalizable to the rest of the country.

Infant mortality is examined by the level of mother’s education in Table 6. As expected,
the infant mortality rate is negatively associated with education. The rate for illiterate
women was about 2.5 times higher than for women with 7 years or more formal education.
More detailed information on infant and childhood mortality can be found in Appendix
Tables A-7 through A-9. Examination of Table A-9 reveals that the negative relationship
between infant mortality and mother’s education generally holds in all age groups. There
is no marked infant mortality differentials by mother’s religious background. However,
there exist considerable variation in infant mortality by father’s occupation. The rate for
children whose fathers are engaged with husbands in professional, managerial and adminis-
trative occupations was especially lower than for any other occupational groups. It is
interesting to note that the infant mortality rate was lowest for the children of women
with small town residential background than those with big city or rural background. In
general, the infant mortality rate was lower for women who read newspaper more fre-
quently, but this general pattern was not very clear in some age groups.

Table 6. Average Number of Children Ever Died by Level of Education
Average Average Number of Infant Number
Level of Education Number of Number of Deaths Per 1,000 of
All Deaths Infant Deaths Live Births Women
7 years or more .18 .11 44.4 748
4-6 years .47 .25 63.9 1,400
3 years or less 1.24 .54 100.8 487
Illiterate 1.74 .72 114.7 559
All Women .74 .34 30.8 3,194

The preliminary findings presented in this section have revealed that the infant mortality
rate in Ichon, probably in the rest of the country, has been declining but the rate may be
still higher than what many laymen and even some experts might expect. The findings
further revealed considerable variation in infant mortality by socio-economic status,
especially by mother’s education.

Family Planning

Questions pertaining to family planning knowledge, attitude and practice were asked of
women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey. In this section we present
data on the extent of family planning practice, differential practices, and related attitudes
and knowledge. The extent of family planning practices and the differential practices by
age of women are summarized in Table 7. A relatively high proportion of respondents
(88.2 percent) indicated that they approved of couples trying to delay or prevent pregnancy
through family planning. The approval of family planning appears to be fairly well spread
throughout all age spectrum of respondents. About 60 percent of respondents bave dis-
cussed about family planning with their husbands. The difference between the proportion
“approving family planning” and the proportion ‘‘discussed with their spouses’” may
indicate that more wives appear to have favorable attitudes toward the practice of family
planning than husbands. It is also noted that the proportion of discussing family planning
with their spouses was lower for women under 25 years of age. Obviously, the practice of
family planning does not appear to become a serious matter until they have their desired
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Table 7. Family Planning Practices by Age of Women* (Percent)
Age Approving  Discussed Currently Never Sterile  Approving
Family With Practicing Practiced Induced
Planning Spouse Abortions
Under 25 86.2 39.2 11.2 76.2 0.6 13.8
25-29 91.0 65.1 28.2 46.6 2.5 10.7
30-34 92.6 73.9 45.0 32.1 5.5 14.6
35-39 92.8 70.1 57.6 19.0 14.2 16.4
40-44 85.7 58.5 43.4 217 37.4 23.9
45-49 74.5 31.4 9.8 58.8 83.3 23.2
All Ages 88.2 59.4 34.9 41.3 20.1 16.8

* Women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.

number of children.

Only 35 percent of the women indicated they were currently practicing family planning.
Among women under 25 years old, only 11 percent were practicing and 28 percent among
women 25 to 29 years old. Roughly one-half of women 30 to 44 years old were trying to
limit their family size through the use of contraception. Taking into consideration the
proportion sterile, either through sterilization or natural causes, the effort to limit their
family size appears to be universal only among women 35 years old and over. However,
over 76 percent of women under 25 years old had never practiced family planning. It may
be speculated that family planning as a means to postpone and space children is not still
well accepted among young women. On the other hand, more young women appear to
approve of family planning as an alternative to induced abortion than older women, for
the proportion approving induced abortion was higher for older women than for younger
women. At any rate, only 17 percent approved of induced abortion, while 88 percent
approved of family planning.

The practice of family planning varies by the level of woman’s education. As shown in
Table 8, more well-educated women tended to approve of family planning, discussed more
the matter with spouses, and practiced more family planning than less-educated women.
However, the variation by educational level in family planning practices is very small,
certainly much less than the variation observed in fertility performance by education. It

Table 8. Family Planning Practices by Level of Education* (Percent)
. Approving Discussed Currently Never Sterile Approving
Level of Education  “"pijy” ~With ~ Practicing  Practiced Induced
Planning Spouse Abortion
7 years or more 91.8 67.3 37.7 41.8 7.1 9.7
4-6 years 89.4 57.8 36.5 39.1 18.5 17.5
3 years or less 82.9 43.4 30.4 40.9 38.0 27.3
Illiterate 77.4 29.5 22,6 52.3 47.2 22.6
All Women 88.2 59.4 34.9 41.3 20.1 16.8

* Based on women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.

appears that family planning practices have been well diffused throughout.all educational
strata. This tendency would reduce fertility differentials between social groups in the
future. It is also shown in Table 8 that the proportion of sterile women was lower for
well-educated women than for the less-educated. Also, well-educated women were less likely
to approve of induced abortion. Some of this variation can be accounted for by different
age composition in different educational subgroups. :
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More detailed data on family planning practices can be found in Appendix Tables A-10
through A-15. The general patterns shown in Table 7 and 8 hold in various subgroups.
The finding that family planning is more widely practiced among older women than among
younger women seems to be true in all socio-economic groups. Diminution of family
planning differentials by socio-economic status is indicated in most of age groups. Evi-
dence is quite clear that a rapid demographic transition is underway in this town.

Brief examination is made on the utilization and dissemination of various family planning
methods. Table 9 indicates that the oral pill is the most popular method, followed by, in
order, loop, condom, withdrawal, and the rhythm method. The remaining methods were
not widely utilized. It appears that family planning knowledge concerning the above
popularly used methods has been very well disseminated among our respondents. Only 2
percent claimed that they had never heard of the pill and 4 percent for the loop. It is
worth noting that over 90 percent heard of the vasectomy and 86 percent had practical
knowledge of it, while only 31 percent heard of the tubal-ligation and 26 percent had
practical knowledge. In other words, women were more familiar with the male sterili-
zation than with the female sterilization.

Variations in the use of various family planning methods by the level of woman’s

Table 9. Family Planning Practices by Type of Method*
Percent Percent with Percent
Type of Method Ever Used Practical Knowledge  Never Heard of
But Not Used
Loop 26.3 33.4 3.8
Pills 37.9 31.0 2.1
Ota-ring 0.9 26.3 40.8
Rhythm 13.1 27.1 32.2
Condom 21.2 36.1 14.6
Pessary 0.6 7.3 82.3
Jelly 1.8 8.9 71.2
Douche 2.6 18.1 61.1
Coitus interruptus 14.8 28.1 39.4
Tubal-ligation 1.2 26.0 31.3
Vasectomy 2.1 86.1 9.8

* Based on women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.

Table 10. Use of Family Planning Methods by Level of Education*

Type of Method Level of Education

Ever Used 7 years or more 4-6 years 3 years or less Illiterate
Loop 20.2 29.8 30.8 20.4
Pills 35.5 41.0 37.0 31.5
Ota-ring 0.6 0.8 0.7 3.0
Rhythm 21.0 11.4 8.7 3.0
Condom 25.9 20.8 19.2 11.5
Pessary 0.3 0.6 1.1 0.9
Jelly 2.5 1.5 1.8 0.9
Douche 2.8 2.9 2.2 1.3
Coitus interruptus 17.7 13.9 14.9 10.6
Tubal-ligation 0.8 1.6 1.1 0.0
Vasectomy 1.9 2.4 1.1 2.6

* Based on women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.
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education are presented in Table 10. The variation by the level of education is not very
clear except for the rhythm method, condom and withdrawal. These three methods were
favored more by well-educated women than by the less-educated. More detailed -infor-
mation on the utilization and knowledge of various family planning methods is presented
in Appendix Tables A-16 through A-20.

Family Size Values

Family size preferences are of prime importance in assessing the likelihood of adopting
family planning and assertaining possible future fertility trends. For this reason, the
respondents were questioned not only about the number of children they wanted to have
but also about their views on ideal family size. Obviously, we might expect discrepancies
between the number of childeren expected and the number preferred, indicating that deci-
sionmaking process is influenced by many factors throughout their childbearing years.
Data on family size preferences are summarized in Table 11. The average number of chil-
dren wanted at the time of first marriage was 3.2 for all respondents. The number of
children desired at marriage was considerably lower for younger women than for older
women. The number of sons desired at marriage for all respondents was 1.97 which rep-
resented 62 percent of the total number of children desired at marriage. In other words,
there is some evidence for strong preference of sons. According to the sample survey
results as part of the 1974 resurvey, son preference was much greater than large family
preference. It should be noted that the extent of son preference was about the same for all
age groups.

Table 11. Family Size Preferences by Age of Women*
Average Number Wanted Average Number
Age at First Marriage at Present Time of Ideal Size

Total Son Total Son Total Son

Under 25 2.67 1.67 2.59 1.61 2.69 1.68
25-29 2.87 1.78 2.62 1.61 2.62 1.61
30-34 3.20 1.96 2.92 1.79 2.88 1.77
35-39 3.59 2.12 3.07 1.87 2.89 1.75
40-44 3.95 2.32 3.28 1.99 3.08 1.90
45-49 4.06 2.55 3.46 2.12 3.26 - 2.01
All ages 3.20 1.97 2.96 1.82 2.88 1.77

* Based on women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.

Comparison of average number of children desired at marriage (Table 11) with average
number of live births they already had (Table 3) reveals ironical results. The number of
live births for women over 30 years of age already exceeded the number of children desired
at marriage. Actual fertility performance was considerably higher than what they wanted
at the time of marriage. Even discounting the mortality of children (Table 5), the

" number of currently living children for women over 35 years of age was greater than
the number desired at marriage. This discrepancy may be due in part to son preference.
More meaningful and important explanation may be possible when we could understand
the unwillingness or inability to prevent unwanted children under the given sociocultural
constraints.

Table 11 further shows the average number of children wanted at the time of survey
and the ideal number of children. The average number of children wanted at the time of
the survey was slightly lower than the average number at the time of marriage. The son
preference can also be observed in the ideal number of children. It is surprising that the
family size ideals expressed by our respondents were not much different from the ideals
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shared by women in countries with very low fertility rates. In interpreting the data on
desired family size and family size ideals, it should be remembered that although many
of the women were probably projecting their own personal desires and values to some
extent, they seems to be more concerned with the general societal norms. Nevertheless,
the ideal family size and the number of children desired vary significantly with age of
women. The ideal number of children is directly associated with the age of woman and
the same pattern is observed for the number of children desired. The observed lower
fertility expectations of the younger women may reflect a shift toward smaller families.

There appears to be some variations in the family size preferences by the level of wom-
an’s education. As shown in Table 12, the average number of children desired at first
marriage ranges from 2.84 for women with 7 years or more formal education to 3.88 for
illiterate women. The negative relationship is also evident for the ideal family size and
educational attainment. More detailed data on family size preferences are presented in
Appendix Tables A-21 through A-28. The general pattern observed in Tables 11 and 12
seem to hold for more refined classification of respondents.

Table 12. Family Size Preferences by Level of Education
Average Number Wanted Average Number
Level o_f at First Marriage at Present Time of Ideal Size
Education Total Son Total Son Total Son
7 years or more 2.84 1.76 2.60 1.59 2.55 1.57
4-6 years 3.32 2.03 3.02 1.84 2.92 1.80
3 years or less 3.86 2.31 3.26 2.01 3.22 1.98
Tiliterate 3.88 2.39 3.13 2.11 3.24 2.00
All Women 3.20 1.97 2.96 1.82 2.88 1.77

Closer comparison of family size preferences in Table 12 with actual fertility perform-
ance in Table 3 reveals that the discrepancy between the ideal or desired size and the actual
number of live births tends to be greater for less-educated women than for well-educated
women. While the ideal size was about the same as the actual number of live births (2.55
vs. 2.48) for women with 7 years or more formal education, the ideal size for illiterate
women was nearly one-half of the actual number of live births (3.24 vs. 6.28). Of course,
some of these differences are due to differences in age composition among different educa-
tional groups. Nevertheless, closer inspection of Appendix Tables seems to support that the
discrepancy between the ideal family size and the actual family size tends to be greater
for less educated women independent of ages of women.

Marriage and Family Type

Marriage custom and family structure are of special interest in studying family forma-
tion and fertility patterns and comtemplating population policies. More specifically, brief
examination will be made on age at marriage, patterns of mate selection and family type.
Traditionally, the arranged marriage was the predominant pattern of mate selection in
Korea, deeply rooted in the Confucian ethics regarding the relationship between male and
female, marriage, and family formation. Under the traditional rule of avoidance and the
prohibition of contact between boys and gitls, *‘love’ marriage was quite a taboo. It ap-
pears that the mode of mate selection has undergone major changes during the last two or
three decades. Mate selection patterns of our respondents are presented in Table 13. Vir-
tually all marriages were arranged for the oldest age group, whereas only about one-fourth
of marriages were arranged for the youngest age group. This finding clearly indicates that
the traditional arranged marriage has been gradually replaced by “‘love’’ marriage and the
mixed form between the two “‘ideal types.”” It should be noted that the combined percent-
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age of arranged marriage and the mixed type is 'still larger than the proportion of love
marriage even for the youngest age group, indicating the strong effects of traditional mar-
riage customs.

Another characteristics of traditional marriage pattern were ‘‘universal marriage’’ and
early marriage. Although the universal marriage pattern is still intact, the early marriage
custom appears to be changing rapidly. As shown in Table 13, nearly 80 percent of women
in the oldest age group were married before the age 18, while only 4 percent did so among
women in the 25-29 age group. The somewhat higher percentage (14%,) shown for women

Table 13. Marriage Pattern by Age of Women
Type of Mate Selection* Percent of Women
Age Arranged Marriage Mixed Type Love Marriage Magged llgiiore
Under 25 25.8 32.1 42.1 14.0%
25-29 36.1 33.2 30.7 4.2
30-34 57.2 28.4 14.4 7.2
35-39 77.2 17.1 5.7 16.6
40-44 87.1 10.5 2.4 35.4
45-49 92.5 6.2 1.3 64.4
All ages 61.2 22,5 . 16.3 —
50-54 —_ — — 72.7
55-59 — — — 79.2
All ages — — — 31.1

* Based on women aged 15-49 with spouse present at the time of the survey.
** Based on all ever married women.

under 25 years of age is due entirely to the sample selection bias introduced in the survey,
selecting ever married women only and excluding never married women. Average age at
first marriage for all our respondents was 19.3 years. In comparing this average with the
similar figure from other surveys or census, it should be remembered that the average age
at marriage in our survey would be lower than the similar figure computed based on all
women including never married women. As discussed earlier (Table 4), the average age at
first marriage was considerably higher for women with 7 years or more formal education
(22 years) than for illiterate women (17 years).

Traditionally, the large family system maintaining multi-generation living arrangements
was considered to be ideal. Under this system newly-wed sons were expected to live with
their parents. Data on family type at the time of first marriage and at the time of survey
are presented in Table 14. About 50 percent of our respondents lived in the stem family
(married sons living with parents) immediately after marriage. This percentage appears to

Table 14. Family Type by Age of Women (Percent)
Age at Marriage at Survey
Nuclear Family Stem Family Nuclear Family Stem Family
Under 25 38.0 50.5 54.8 41.1
25-29 42.4 47.0 72.9 25.5
30-34 28.2 49.5 75.6 22.7
35-39 19.5 54.1 74.0 25.4
40-44 21.0 53.3 84.1 14.9
45-49 17.7 54.0 75.8 22.3
50-54 19.4 56.3 66.4 30.6
55-59 20.0 55.6 51.6 45.6

All ages 26.5 52.0 71.2 27.0
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be fairly stable for all groups, although there is a slight indication of waning. Conversely,
about one-quarter of respondents lived in the nuclear family at the time of first marriage
and this percentage appears to be slightly higher for |[younger women. These findings lead
to the conclusion that the changes in family living arrangement at marriage seem to be
relatively slow. This slow change may be attributable to the predominantly rural back-
ground of the respondents as shown in Table 2. The living arrangements of the respondents
at the time of the survey were dominated by the nuclear family (over 717).

In summary, the traditional early marriage has been replaced by late marriage and the
mode of mate selection appears to be gradually changing from the traditional arranged
marriage to “love’” marriage. Although the living arrangements at marriage have been
changing slowly, the nuclear family seems to emerge as the most prevalent form of family
living at the present time. These findings do provide some clues for the direction of change
in the Korean family system.

IV. COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEY

Scope of Comparison

In this chapter, the results of the resurvey will be compared with those from the 1965
Ichon survey, in a very brief manner, to examine the overall trends of fertility level, family
planning and family size values during the nine years of inter-survey period. In the follow-
ing discussions consideration is neither given to comparability of the data used, nor to
the effects of environmental changes on the survey results, since these would require
a very sophisticated analysis which is beyond the scope of the present report.

Changes in Fertility Level

As illustrated in Table 15 during the nine years between 1965 and 1974 fertility rate of
Ichon significantly declined. The table shows the extent of decline in the number of chil-
dren ever born to women at each quinquennial age group during 1965-74. The reduction
in fertility during the nine year period is equivalent to 21-23 percent of the fertility in
1965 for all ages except for ages under 25. This indicates not only that fertility underwent
a rapid decline in the survey area, but also that the patterns of fertility behavior of women
altered significantly regardless of their age. The consistent decline in fertility throughout
the age groups suggests the prevalence of strong desire for smaller families in the area, to
almost the same extent, among different generations and also probably among different
socio-economic groups. In other words, conditions for fertility control matured in the
period and family planning program met little resistance. Comparing with the number of
children wanted by respondents, the actual number they achieved is still much greater for
women age 30 and up, but the extent of difference became very narrow in 1974 for the age
group 30-34.

The changes in the number of children ever born to mothers of the same age group were

Table 15. Comparison of Average Number of Live Births by Age of Women between 1965 and 1974*

Age 1965 (a) 1974 (b) b/a
20-24 1.2 1.1 91%
25-29 2.7 2.1 78
30-34 4.2 3.4 79
35-39 5.8 4.5 77
40-44 6.7 5.3 79

* Comparison here is restricted to the women in the age group 20-44 since the 1965 survey did
not include women over age 45.
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caused mainly by two factors; continuous rising age of women at marriage and growing
practice of fertility control through contraceptive use and induced abortion. The former
had greater significance to earlier age groups and the latter to older groups. However,
more than 20 percent decline in ages 25-29 appears to point to increasingly wide accept-
ance of methods of fertility control even among women in early reproductive ages, i.e.
under age 20. This aspect will be elaborated in the next section.

The patterns of differential fertility performance by socio-economic background of
women in 1974 are basically identical with those in 1965. Only significant change in this -
regard is that the extent of fertility differentials by educational attainment was smaller in
1974 than in 1965. Similar tendency is observed for the variables which are closely related
to the level of education and urban-rural residential background of respondents. For the
other variables, no consistent patterns can be found. From these findings it would be
reasonable to indicate that the fertility differential by socio-economic statuses were reduced
during the 1965-74 period in Ichon at least. The trend is more obvious in late reproduc-
tive ages than in younger ages.

The narrowed gaps in fertility among socio-economic groups, particularly in late repro-
ductive ages, can be interpreted by the fact that the ideas and methods of deliberate fertil-
ity control became more widely and readily available in this period with vigorous cam-
paign to promote family planning program by the government. At the time of the first
survey, marriage was the only important direct determinant of the level of fertility through-
out their reproductive span. Furthermore, the late marriage group, say women with
higher education and more urban background, were exposed to the idea and methods of
fertility control to a much greater extent than the early marriage group. The wide gap in
fertility performance among women at early reproductive ages is due largely to the differ-
ences in age at marriage, while the narrowing gap in the later ages is accounted for by the
wide dissemination of fertility control methods. Thus, in the future the differentials in
completed fertility by socio-economic statuses may be reduced eventually to the differentials
in family size value.

Changes in Family Planning

As indicated in the discussions above, the area witnessed remarkable changes in fertility
control behavior during the period 1965-74. According to the 1965 survey, the proportion
of women ever used contraceptives and sterilized was less than 36 percent for all age
groups with the peak in ages 30-34. The proportion was less than 10 percent in ages 20-25
and 14 percent in ages 40-44 (Table 16). However, the proportion of women who had
experienced the use of family planning methods (contraceptives and sterilization) increased

Table 16. Comparison of Contraceptive Use and Abortion Status by Age of Women
between 1965 and 1974 .
Ever Used Currently Proportion of Number of
Contraceptives Using Women Experienced Abortions
Age Contraceptives Induced Abortion per 1,000
Live Births
' 1974 1974 1974 1974
1965 1974 1965 1965 1974 1563 1965 1974 1965 1965 1974 1965
20-24 9.0 19.0 211% 5.9 12.3 208% 1.7 12.0 706% 34 113 300%
25-29 21.1 53.4 253 11.4 28.2 247 5.3 26.1 492 31 194 628

30-34 357 671.9 190 25.9 45.0 174 12,5 32.7 262 50 183 365
35-39 31.6 81.0 256 22.1 57.6 261 16.5 45.1 273 50 168 335
40-44 14.2 97.8 689 9.5 43.4 457 10.1 38.6 382 24 106 443
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more than twice for all ages, and the proportion in ages 40-44 reached 98 percent. Also,
one out of every five women at early reproductive ages, 20-24, had practiced family plan-
ning. These observations clearly suggest that family planning program did not encounter
any serious social resistance and fertility control became an integral part of family building
behavior of women in the area, at least during 1965-74. However, from the available
information it is impossible to determine to what extent has the governmental family
planning campaign contributed to the observed improvement of the acceptance of family
planning. Our impression from the in-depth interviews is that the campaign to promote
the acceptance of family planning or to disseminate general knowledge has had little
impact on the family planning practice of married couples in Ichon. This implies that
identification of detailed and specific problems in family planning for each couple would
be essential for more effective family plannng services.

The proportional change in the rate of current contraceptive users is smaller than the
case of women ever practised family planning for all groups except for the 35-39 age
group. With growing acceptance of family planning methods among women in the age
group 20-29, this indicates that the major aims of adopting the methods became somewhat
diversified during the period under consideration. The wide gap in practice rate between
the two categories, ever used and currently using, at ages 30-39, however appears to sug-
gest one of the major problem areas in the current family planning program; i.e., low
effectiveness of the methods whatever the main reasons are. ‘Rumors’ about various
methods of family planning were spread all over the area and these are considered as one
of the most impotant barriers to family planning. But it was again found that these so-
called ‘rumors’ are not simply rumors due to ignorance of villagers. In many cases,
contraceptive practice caused illness or side-effects because of poor sanitary conditions,
and in this sense the ‘rumors’ are considered to be soundly grounded. To improve the
effectiveness of family planning methods, further considerations on the various problems
related to actual living environments would be essential. The major concern of the pro-
gram authorities has been to persuade women not to listen to the ‘rumors’ treating them
as groundless. In other words, understanding grass-root structure of communities will be
of great importance in the national family planning program in Korea.

Proportion of women experienced induced abortions also shows a marked increase for
all age groups between 20-44 during 1965-74. The degree of change in the proportion was
much greater than that of women ever used contraceptives except for ages 40-44. In gen-
eral, proportion of women who had induced abortions rose more substantially among
women in their twenties and thirties than among those at later ages. Also the range of the
average number of abortions per thousand live births among different age groups is
very narrow compared with the range of proportion experienced abortion, both in 1965
and 1974. Another important observation in Table 16 is the changes in peak ages of
abortion rate between the two surveys. The peak placed in 35-39 in 1965 and moved to
25-29 in 1974. These observations confirms the argument about the effectiveness of
contraceptive methods. Also suggested is a stronger desire for smaller family prevailing
among younger women than older women, which can be interpreted as a sign of bright
future in population control through fertility reduction in the area.

A shift in the methods of contraception most widely used was also noticed. In 1965,
the most popular method was condom and the next was IUD. Besides, the rhythm me-
thod, ota-ring and the coitus interruption were adopted by a significant portion of couples
currently practising family planning. At that time, IUD was just introduced and the oral
pill was not available. However, in 1974 the pill users accounted for the highest propor-
tion and IUD wearers the next. Traditional methods such as the rhythm method, the coitus
interruption and condom assumed less importance. From this changing pattern of contra-
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Table 17 Percentages of Current User of Each Contraceptive Including Sterilization, 1965 and 1974

1965 1974
Condom 31.6 9.7
Rhythm 15.5 15.2
Coitus Interruption 7.7 11.7
Foam Tablet ) 5.0 —
Ota-Ring 8.7 0.6
1IUD 25.4 21.5
Oral Pill — 28.9
Vasectomy 3.7 5.6
Tubal-ligation 0.3 3.5
Others 2.1 3.4
Total 100.0 100.1

ceptive use (Table 17), we can conjecture that the effectiveness of fertility control practice
was enhanced to a great extent and choice of methods became more widely open. Contrary
to the efforts of family planning program, male sterilization appears not to have been
much receptive until 1974. Rather female sterilization was promoted more rapidly, contra-
ty to the status of knowledge of male and female sterilization. With a drastic change in
percentage of condom users, this can be interpreted as indicating that family limitation is
still considered to be wife’s responsibility. The idea seems to have roots in the traditional
value of Korean society which postulates childbearing as the major function and respon-
sibility of women.

Socio-economic differentials in rate of abortion and contraceptive use were reduced to
a significant degree during 1965-74. Although the pattern of differentials remained almost
the same. Considering the fact that the survey year 1965 represents the initial period of
contraceptive dissemination and by 1974 the knowledge of family planning spread into all
sectors of women in the area, such a phenomenon appears to be the due outcome. It ap-
pears, however, not to have any appreciable association with changing differentials in
family size value of women by their socio-economic background, as discussed in the
following section.

Changes in Family Size Value

The comparison of ideal family size values between the two surveys is given in Table 18.
The number of children conceived by women as ideal for an average Korean family was
reduced considerably during the nine year period between 1965 and 1974. The absolute
reduction for each age group ranges from .7 to .9 children: .4 to .5 sons and .3 to .4
daughters. However, in both surveys the difference in ideal family size among age groups
is insignificant during the period. The trends and patterns of desired family size by age of
women are almost identical with those of ideal family size.

The cataclysmic change in family size value during the nine year period has been obvi-
ously the underlying for the rapid fertility decline and the effective dissemination of fertility
control methods in Ichon in the period. The close relationship between fertility behavior
and family size value can be demonstrated by the very similar degree of changes in fertility
performance with those in ideal family size in reproductive ages 25-44. The level of fertility
implied by the current family size value reached already the bare replacement level under
the present mortality conditions. As mentioned earlier, discrepancy between ideal family
size stated by women and would-be ideal family size reflecting the effect of sex bias and
other factors upon actual behavior is likely to occur. However, the sample survey
of the Ichon Resurvey and other recent surveys on family planning and fertility show no
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Table 18. T Ideal Family Size by Age of Women, 1965 and 1974 _
Total ) Son Daughter
1965 1974 1965 1974 1965 1974
20-24 3.4 2.6 2.1 1.6 1.3 1.0
25-29 3.5 2.6 2.1 1.6 1.3 1.0
30-34 3.6 2.9 2.2 1.8 1.4 1.1
35-39 3.7 2.9 2.3 1.8 1.5 1.1
40-44 3.8 3.1 2.4 1.9 1.5 1.2

particular discrepancy between the two kinds of ideal family size measured differently.*
In other words, the population in the survey area has already learned and possesses
fertility attitudes which the government and family planning authorities try to promote.
Bridging the gap between attitudes and actual behavior in family building appears to be
the only remaining problem, as stated above.

The preference of sons has been regarded as one of the most significant barriers to
fertility reduction in Korea. Our surveys reveal that the son preference still prevails as in
the past despite the rapid reduction in family size value.** However, the data from the
surveys indicate that a substantial proportion of the married couples with the their ‘express
ed ideal number of children being three would stop at two if they had either one son-one
daughter or two sons. Thus, the son preference could influence the fertility bebavior in
either direction depending upon the current sex composition of children.

Differences in ideal family size by socio-economic background of the respondents show
almost identical patterns between the first and the second survey. Unlike in the cases of
actual fertility performance and family planning, the degree of actual difference in family
size value among various socio-economic groups remained little changed. Though nar-
rowed, the discrepancy between ideal family size and actual fertility is still greater among
the group with larger family size value than that with smaller ideal. These observations
suggest that the changing patterns of differential fertility during 1965-74 are mostly attrib-
utable to more rapid dissemination of fertility control methods among the higher fertility
group than their counterpart, and also lead to the conjecture that the tendency of narrow-
ing gap in fertility differences among various socio-economic groups will persist for the
time being. Again considering that differences in ideal value between age groups are much
greater than differences by socio-economic background of respondents, socio-economic
conditions of individuals assumed only limited significance in actual fertility behavior, and
also the significance had been declined.

V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The 1965 Ichon Survey produced many interesting findings and valuable base-line infor-
mation about the fertility and family limitation at the early stage of the Korean family
planning program. The primary purpose of the 1974 Ichon Resurvey was to analyze the
effects of the recent development in the national family planning programs and
the perplexing policy choices that must be made. We hope that the present study has

*  For a detailed discussion, see Tai Hwan Kwon, “Attitudes toward Number and Sex of Child-
ren in Korean Communities, *’prepared for the Conference on “The Social and Economic
Supports for High Fertility’’ to be held at the Australian National University, November
16-18, 1976.

#** Taj Hwan Kwon and Hae Young Lee, ‘“Preference for Number and Sex of Children in a
Korean Town’’, Bulletin of the Population and Development Studies Center, Vol. 5, Seoul,
1976, pp. 1-13.
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provided a series of guidelines for the revision some clues for the direction of the current
national family planning programs. In this chapter we first summarize the major findings
and discuss implications for further studies and population policies.

Summary of Findings

The 3,194 women interviewed represent 97 % of ever martied women at 15-59 in Ichon.
The Ichon Eup also represents a typical town undergoing rapid social changes, located in
between large urban centers and rural folk communities. Majority of our respondents were
born in rural-farm villages and moved to this town during the last 5 years. Virtually all
young respondents have had elementary school education. The observed demographic
differentials by age and socio-economic characteristics seem to indicate the possible direc-
tion of future changes.

The mean number of live births among women with 7 years or more formal education
was the lowest of all educational groups and this pattern holds in all age groups, though
it is less apparent for older age groups. The completed fertility among women 45 years of
age and over exceeded 6 live births per woman. The observed negative relationship between
educational attainment and fertility among older women and the increased negative rela-
tionship among younger women seem refiect a shift toward smaller families.

There is evidence that the induced abortion played an important role in family limitation
in late 1950s prior to the initiation of national family planning programs in 1962. It is
further indicated that the importance of induced abortion may now be slackening. Al-
though the positive relationship between education and induced abortion is fairly consistent
for all age groups, the abortion rate for the two youngest age groups is considerably lower
than for the middle age groups in each educational category.

Based on our preliminary analysis, we could tentatively conclude that the infant mor-
tality has been steadily declining during the last two or three decades but the rate may be
still about twice higher than the rate usually observed in developed countries. As expected,
the infant mortality rate was lower among women with 7 years or more formal education.
This differential seems to suggest that the infant mortality rate would decline further as
the educational attainment of women improves.

Virtually all our respondents approved of family planning and the practical information
appeared to be well disseminated to all respondents. About one-third of potential users
were actually practicing some form of family planning at the time of the interview. Women
30 years of age and over were practicing family planning to a greater extent than women
under age 30. It appears that family planning is used more as a means to control excess
fertility than as a means to postpone or space childbearing. The socio-economic variation
in family planning practices is smaller than the corresponding variation in actual fertility
performance. It appears that family planning practices have been well diffused throughout
all socio-economic groups. This tendency certainly implies that fertility differentials would
decline in the future.

Family size preferences vary considerably by the level of woman’s education. The mean
number of children desired at marriage ranges from 2.84 for women with 7 years or more
formal education to 3.88 for illiterate women. The suppressing effects of education is also
present in the mean number desired at the time of interview as well as in the ideal number
of children. However, there is considerable discrepancies between the desired or ideal
number of children and the actual performance of fertility among older women. The
discrepancy tends to be greater for less-educated women than for well-educated women.
Further studies should be made to understand correlates of the failure to prevent unwanted
children especially among less-educated women.
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Marriage customs and the family system have undergone marked changes during the
last several decades. The traditional arranged marriage has been replaced by modified
arranged marriages or free love marriages. The traditional stem family is no longer a
dominant form of living arrangement, and the nuclear family seems to have emerged as the
most prevalent form of living arrangement. Most importantly, the traditional early mar-
riage has been replaced by late marriage. The age of marriage is already so high that we
could hardly expect any further rise.

From comparison with the results of the 1965 survey and the 1974 resurvey, we can
identify marked changes in fertility behavior as well as changes in various fertiliy related
behavior and attitudes, such as family planning, abortion, marriage and family size value.
The average number of children ever born shows a decline of slightly more than 20 percent
for ages 25-44. The proportion of current users of family planning methods was more
than doubled for all age groups in reproductive span except 30-35, while the rate of
abortion increased more than three times for all age groups during the 1965-74 period.
The most marked increase in abortion rate is observed in the crucial reproductive ages of
25-34, particularly of 25-29. The changes in rate of family planning practice were accom-
panied by the changes in contraceptives of major importance. In general, sterilization
appears not to have been favored in the area, and unlike in 1965 the respondents seem to
use rather complicated but effective methods in 1974. This may be related with increasing
knowledge of contraceptives. The reduction in ideal family size was also significant for all
ages and the degree of reduction was about the same throughout the reproductive age
groups. The same degree of reduction between actual fertility and attitudes may indicate
that fertility decline can be mostly explained by the changing attitudes toward family size
in this period of study and further that the effectiveness of contraceptives was not still
satisfactorily high.

Differential patterns of fertility and other fertility related behavior and attitudes remained
little changed during 1965-74. However, the range of difference in terms of both age and
socio-economic background of respondents narrowed significantly in the number of children
ever born and fertility control practice. But the extent of difference in family size value did
not change substantially. This differential trends were largely due to increasingly larger
availability of and accessibility to deliberate methods of fertility control, to all sectors of
population. However, it should be, noted that changes in fertility behavior and attitudes
were largely governed by overall societal forces and also regarded as the response to
general transformation of the society. Accordingly, as indicated by the greater age gap in
fertility behavior and attitudes than the gap among socio-economic groups, socio-economic
background of individuals assumes only limited, also declining, importance in fertility
behavior.
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