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ESTIMATES OF NET INTERNAL MIGRATION
FOR KOREA 1975-80*

Kwon T a'i-Hwan

Information on migration has been enumerated in Korean censuses since 1970. It includes
the place of birth, the place of residence five years ago and the place of residence one year
prior to the census date. These sets of information constitute the basic data source for
research on recent migration in Korea. Though valuable, however, the data are known
to be subjeted to considerable reporting errors. For instance, the total number of net
urban-rural migrants during the five years 1965-70 as reported in the 1970 census
was estimated to amount to 61-63 per cent of that expected from indirect census estimates
(ESCAP, 1980: 12), and the equivalent 1980 reporting covers about 75 per cent of that
expected from the census estimates presented below. The reportings on migration status
during the one year before the census appear to be no better than those for the five year
span. In addition, the quality of data is known to differ significantly in terms of age and
spatial unit adopted. Therefore, so far as the net volumes and rates of migration are con-
cerned, the best information we can obtain is yet the estimates based on two census popula-
tions. These also are the only information which enable us to examine the trends and
patterns of migration in Korea over the 25 years since 1955 and for the earlier years 1925-40.

Method of Estimation

In the following, two sets of the estimates of internal migration for the intercensal period
1975-80 are presented: that is, the estimates for provinces by urban-rural distinction and
those for individual cities. In the current estimates, ‘urban’ area denotes to administratively
defined city (shi) areas.! The volumes and rates for each spatial unit were calculated by
adopting the forward census survival ratio method developed by Everett Lee (1960), except
for the age group 0-4. For this age group, weighted child-woman ratios were employed-
instead of simple child-woman ratios recommended by Lee. Weights were assigned to the
quinquennial age groups of woman between the ages 20 and 44 in consideration of the
actual fertility differences among those groups during 1975-80. The weights assigned are:

age group: 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
weight: 2 6 3 2 1

* We gratefully acknowledge that this work was partly supported by a research grant of the
Se-lim Fellowship Foundation.
1. For definitional problems of the term ‘yrban’ area, sce ESCAP, 1980; 6-8,
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Data Arrangement

In estimating the sizes and rates of migration of a particular area based on two census
populations, it is essential to ensure the comparability of population figures for the area
reported in the two censuses involved. The most ostensive factor affecting the comparability
in Korea is changes in boundary and administratively designated status of the unit areas.
During the intercensal period 1975-80, four eups (townships) newly acquired city (urban)
status (Dong-hae, Je-cheon, Gu-mi and Yeong-ju) and one city (Ma-san) was divided into
two cities (Ma-san and Chang-weon), thus increasing the total number of cities from 35
to 40. In addition, two other cities underwent boundary adjustment (Busan and Eui-jeong-
bu).

In order to achieve comparability in these affected areas between the censuses 1975 and
1980, the status and boundary at the 1980 were taken as standard and the 1975 populations
were accordingly adjusted. Data required for the adjustment of population and its structure
are directly available from the 1975 census report for most of the affected areas. Only in
the case of three cities (Busan, Eui-jeong-bu and Yeong-ju), the population and its age-sex
structure for the newly annexed areas from the nearby rural districts had to be estimated.
The estimation was carried out based on the assumptions that the 1975 population of the
Mpyun (the lowest administrative unit in rural district for which basic population informa-
tion is available) from which the annexed area under consideration was transferred was
evenly distributed among the constituting Lis (sub-divisions of Myun) and that the age-sex
structure of the annexed area was the same with that of the entire Myun.

Such administrative adjunstments naturally brought about changes in the total, urban
and/or rural boundaries of some provinces. The resultant per cent gains and losses of the
1975 population due to boundary adjustment for all, urban and rural areas in each province
are presented below:

Per Cent Gain or Loss of the 1975 Population Resulting From Boundary and Status
Changes of the Unit Areas during the Intercensal Period 1975-80 for All,
Urban and Rural Areas in Each Province

(per cent)
Seoul Busan Gyeong Gang Chung Chung Jeon Jeon Gyeong Gyeong lJeju Total
gi weon bug nam bug nam bug nam
All — 177 — — — — — — — -1.30 — —
Urban — 177 0.26 22.14 2491 — —_— - 7.30 —_ — 2.02
Rural * * —0.18 —-6.39 —6.06 — — — -—483 -191 — -1.89

Quality of the Estimates

Regards the general quality of the estimates and the major factors affecting the quality,
no particular mention is needed here since basically the same discussions are applied to
the current estimates with those already presented in relation to the estimates of net internal
migration for the earlier intercensal periods between 1955 and 1975 (Kwon, 1978: 44-45;
Kwon, 1975: 55-59).
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