ANTHROPOLOGICAL APPROACH IN FERTILITY
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Present paper reviews the current status of anthropological type of research on
fertility and family planning in Korea and introduces the major findings from the
study, ‘‘Social, Cultural and Ecological Factors Affecting Population Processes in
Korea™, the only full-fledged anthropological research in the field ever conducted in
Korea. . .

The swudy disclosed many new and valuable pieces of information on the fertility
behaviour of Korean women in the societal as well as environmental context. These
include seasonal variation in the frequency of births which is in turn related to the
Dattern of subsistence economy, the relationship between Derception of mortality
and fertility, the impact of stability of marriage and community system on the
value of children, the association between the pattern of child-rearing and the ideal
family size,” inadequacy of the current family planning service on the community
level, relatively minor significance of son-preference in determining the level of
fertility on an aggregate level, and so Sforth. Some of them appear to have direct
and immediate policy implications, while others have broad and long-range policy
meanings in connection with the societal transformation of the country.

INTRODUCTION

The original aim of this paper was to review the status of antropological studies
on fertility and family planning in Korea, their major contributions to the accumul-
ation of knowledge on the reproductive behaviour of Koreans, and the implications
of their major findings upon population control policy. However, a rivision of the
format is found to be inevitable because of the extreme pausity of antropological
type of research in the field of population in Korea.

Researchers may disagree on this point depending upon how they define the term,
“anthropological”. No particular attempt is made in this paper to clarify the concept,
but implicitly the terms, “anthropological” research is applied to works either cond-
ucted by persons who {are classified anthropologist in the academic community, or
utilized extensively such techniques of data cllection as field-work for a certain period
of time, participant observation, in depth interview and case studies.

Adopting this vague criterion, three of four studies could be identified as having
anthropological nature at least partially. However, only one research fits fully to the
implicit definition. The study is entitled “Social, Cultural Factors Affecting Population
Processes in Korea.” Furthermore and anthropological type of data from other studies
remained unanalyzed. Such availability of data inevitably restricts the scope of present
discussion to what was observed in the only antropological study. Accordingly major

* This is a revised version of the paper prepared for a Meeting of the Working Group on
Comparative Cultural Analysis of Fertility Decision Making held at Foundation-Institute
for Research of Population Problems, Tokyo, 29 September-2 October 1980.
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findings of this particular study. However, as an introduction, brief discussions on the
trend of fertility and family planning in Korea are also presented

NOTES ON FERTILITY RESEARCH IN KOREA

Understanding the fertility behaviour of Koreans is an enterprise with a relatively
short history, which began in the early 1960s. However, research on fertility and
family planning has flourished since the mid-1960s. The first academic work in this
regard may be the case studies on fertility in three Korean villages by Lee Hae-Young
(1963). The study was conducted during 1960-61 in conjunction with three separate
anthropological field works which have no links with each other. Beside this, virtually
all other early studies on fertility and family planning were conducted after the initi-
ation of the national family planning programme in 1962, with puporses to aid the
programme implementation and to collect first-hand materials on the knowledge,
attitude and practice of family planning of Korean women. In other words, the early
fertility studies in Korea are characterized as “‘action-oriented”. The major surveys on
fertility and family planning in the 1960s are listed below (Kwon, 1977:6-7):

The National Survey on Family Planning, 1964, 1965, 1966, by the Ministry of
Health and Social Affairs;

A Study on Urban Population Control (Seoul), 1964-66, by the School of Public
Health, Seoul National University (SNU);

Rural Society and Family Planning, 1962-64, Medical School, Yonsei University;

Differential Fertility in a Korean Middle-Sized Town (Ichon Eup), 1965, Population
and Development Studies Center, SNU;

Induced Abortion, 1964 (in Seoul), 1965 (in rural areas), by S. B. Hong, Medical
College, Korea University. : -

Fertility and Migration of Seoul City, 1966, by the Institute of Population Prob-
lems.

Among the surveys listed above, Ichon Survey is the only one which utilized any
anthropological techniques of data collection; indepth interviews were conducted to
about 100 selected women. The interview was based on detailed interview guidelines
prepared separately for each selected informant with the prior responses to the struc-
tured questionnaire, and concerned mainly with the underlying family and marriage
system, the consequences of various childbearing experiences upon the family life of
the couple, and the type and prevalance of traditional methods of fertility regulation.
However, the materials have never been utilized so far. All other early surveys listed above
were to collect information on the KAP status of contraceptives and abortion in order
to aid either the experimentation or demonstration projects of the family planning
programme in the survey area, or the evaluation of the progress of the programme
in the country as a whole. Those surveys paid relatively little attention to the repro-
ductive behaviour of the respondents.

Two groups of researchers at large were participated in fertility and family planning
research in the 1960s; sociologists and medical doctors trained in public health (Kim,
et. al., 1972: 39-44). The former was involved only in research, while the later was
actively engaged in the national family planning programme. Though population rese-
archers are of diverse background nowadays, this set a tradition in population research
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and training, and has influenced greatly the contents and methods of fertility research
in Korea. This also explains partly why there were few anthropological type of fertility
research in the 1960s. Late development of anthropology in Korea as a discipline
in social science which started in the early 1970s also accounts for the pausity of
anthropological concerns in fertility studies.

One other important aspect of fertility reserch in Korea in the 1960s is the fact
that most research works were spported financially by foreign doners except for a series
of the national fertility and family planning surveys conducted by the Ministry of
Health and Social Affairs. International funding agencies helped the establishement of
population research institutions and thus played, though indirectly, a decisive role in
initiating population research in the country (Caldwell, 1967). Accordingly, the interests
of foreign doners influenced greatly the selection of topics and the contents of research.
Thus, the major aim of the early studies became the collection of practical infor-
mation on family planning rather than the comprehensive understanding of fertility
behaviour of Koreans in varying societal contexts.

In the 1970s, many new research institutes dealing with, totally or partly, population
related problems were established. Among them most important is the founding of the
Korean Institute for Family Planning. As a result, the population research activities
were multiplied. In addition, the national family planning programme, which was charact-
erized as clinically oriented, was reported to have reached a plateau around 1970 and
there was a growing urge for a new viable policy. :In response to this, the interests
in fertility research were diversified. Apart from the KAP type of surveys, the value
of children or son-preference, the information, education and communication (LE.C)
approach, and the attempt to integrate the family planning programme with develop-
ment projects were received great attention (see, Han & Lee, 1979; Park H. S., 1979:
111-112).

Unlike the diversification of research interests, the objectives of research have been
more or less converged to the policy implication aspect of the national family planning
programme. In a word, the studies on fertility in the 1970s were mostly policy resea-
rch oriented. Although the distinction between pure and applied (or academic and
policy) research is arbitrary in most cases, it can not be denied altogether that the
all-effort emphasis on policy implications has brought about many undesirable impacts
on the balanced development of population or fertility research in Korea. Basic rese-
arch, long-term study, indepth approach and extensive analysis of data were generally
discouraged because of their apparently less significance for solving immediate problems
in the national family planning programmes. The criterion, ‘policy orientation’ was
pushed equally by both the government and international funding agencies.

But a very few pure demographic works, most studies on fertility and family plan-
ning have been almost entirely relied social surveys with structured questionnaire. In
the early 1970s, the need for an anthropological type of studies was expressed among
population researchers with growing interests in the traditional cultural factors in
fertility behaviour which were assumed to hinder the further fast decline of fertility
and blamed for the bottleneck in the family planning programme (Lee, 1972). How-
ever, extensive field work, participant observation, indepth interview, and other major
tools of anthropologists for data collection were seldom utilized in family planning
and fertility research. As stated above, the first, and only, fertility study of this nature
is “Social, Cultural, and Ecological Factors Affecting Populatioon Processes in Korea™.!

1. The Population and Development Studies Center conducted the research. The principal
investigator was Han Sang-Bok (Han, 1977:167-170)
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The study carried out extensive field work and participant observation in four ecolo-
gically distinct villages during 1975 and 1976, and provided the novel, as well as
basic, understanding of the fertility behaviour of Koreans on a grass-root level. The
1974 Ichon Resurvey on fertility and the tamily may be listed as an important survey
which adopted anthropological perspectives and methods partially (see, Kwon et al.
1977: 17-19). As the first Ichon survey mentioned above, this survey also conducted
indepth interviews to about 100 selected women, to collect substantive information
on the workings of the traditional factors and social change in the decision
making and adoptation of individuals in their reproductive behaviour. The findings
were partially reported (ibid), but the substantive part of the analysis is yet to be
waited.

In sum, anthropological approach is still alien to most of the population researchers
and planners in Korea, despite the growing awareness of its great potency for enha-
ncing knowledge on the reproductive behaviour of Koreans and thus aiding the
government to control population growth.

In the following, we will introduce the major features of the research “Social,
Cultural, and Ecological Factors Affecting Population Processes in Korea” and will
then summarize the major findings from the survey, as a way to examine the potential
utility and need of an anthropological type of study in the field of population research
and policy. V

THE SURVEY AND SURVEY AREAS

The main purpose of the study, “Social, Cultural, and Ecological Factors Affecting
Population Processes in Korea”, was to measure, examine, and explain the ecological
and socio-cultural factors affecting population processes in diverse settings of the
Korean society. Along this purpose, four ecologically and socio-culturally distinctive
communities were selected as research sites: they are a rice-farming village, a moun-
tainous farming village, a fishing village, and a middle-sized town community, scatt-
ered all over the country. The rice-farming village is located in the southern part of
Honam Plain, south-west of Korea, which is known as the rice-bowl of the nation.
This village is in about one hour’s distance by bus from Gwangju, one of the large
cities in Korea and in about thirty minutes’ distance by bus from a middle-sized town,
Naju Eup. The fishing village is on Chindo Island off the southern coast of the Korean
Peninsula. It takes at least 40 minutes by bus from the village to reach the nearest
local town, and two hours to get to the nearest city. The mountainous village is one of
the most geographically isolated area in the south-eastern part. The distance between
the local center and the nearby cities is approximately the same with that of the
fishing village, but the transportation is much more frequent here. The middle-sized
town is situated in the middle part of the country and near a small city, Chungju.
The town is also in one-and-half hour distance from Seoul, the largest city of the
nation.

In order to collect quantitative demographic data, a base-line survey was conducted
during July-August 1975. The base-line survey utilized three different forms of struc-
tured interview schedule; household enumeration form, questionnaire on family struc-
ture and living, and fertility and family planning questionnaire. After the base-line
survey, the mian field work was carried out for one year from September 1975 through
August 1976, by employing such techniques as participant observation, direct and non-
direct interviews, sampling, mapping, and intensive case studies. To maintain the con-
sistency in data collection, an observation guide was used and “in-group conference”
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was held frequently among the project participants.z There, the findings and observa-
tions of each participant were presented and their significance was discussed. At the
end of the field work a follow-up survey was carried out to identify the demographic
change during the period of twelve months and to evaluate the reporting errors in the
base-line survey.

General characteristics of the survey villages and respondents are summarized in Table
1. Each village community had around 100 households and 500 population at the
time of survey, and was found to be distinctive from the others in the socio-ecological
setting consisting of the type of subsistent economy, family structure, level of educa-
tional attainment, mobility and so forth.

In the middle-sized town community, about 90 percent of the work force was eng-
aged in non-farm occupations, largely in un-skilled or semi-skilled craftworks and sales
services. In both the rice-farming community and the mountainous village, absolute
majority of the population worked on farm. But rice-farming was dominant over dried
land farming in the former and vise verse in the latter. In the fishing village, the
proportion of the households who lived on fishing only was about 15 percent and more
than 50 percent were occupied in both fishing and farming. Also during the winter
season, most households worked for the cultivation of sea vegitables.

The average size of households was largest in the mountainous village, and smallest
in the middle-sized town. However, the sizes reported in the survey are much greater
than the average for the nation and also than those for the equivalent areas from the
census.® The differences in household size among the villages are clearly reflected in
the type of family. Smaller size was associated with proportionally more nuclear
famillies in the village.

The level of educational attainment ‘was also highest in the middle-sized town and

Table 1. Socio-Economic Characteristics of the Communities
area Middle Fishing Mountain Farming
W town village village village Total
Number of households 106 98 88 108 400
(4,852)*
Size of population 504 494 504 535 2,037
(24,888)*

Mean size of family 5.4 6.3 7.3 6.6 6.4
Percent type of family

Nuclear family 85.8 77.6 62.5 64.8 73.0
Percent lived 5 or more years in

the community 56.9 90.7 100.0 88.2 82.8
Percent no formal education

of household head 23.5 40,9 64.7 55.6 44.2
Percent occupation of household head

Farming 12,9 22.5 92.8 84.5 53.3

Fishing 13.5 3.3

Farming-Fishing - 52.8 12.8

Others 87.1 11.2 7.2 15.5 30.6
Percent those who own farm

land 1,500 or more pyong 14.1 41.5 S1.7 43.4 37.3

* Total size of the town

2. The research team consisted of 5 researchers, 5 assistants and 8 women interviewers.
3. The 1975 census estimates of the average size of households is 5.04 for the natiom, 5.06
for the middlesized towns and 5.32 for rural area.
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