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eEnglish Abstractse

The Coming of Convergence Age:
The Political Economy of Roll-Call Voting

in the 17th National Assembly of Korea

Dukjin Chang - Lanu Kim - Kiwoong Park
Associate Professor. Department of Sociology, Seoul National University
PhD Student. Department of Sociology, University of Washington
Graduate Student. Department of Sociology, Seoul National University

This paper attempts to explain the failure of Rho Moo Hyun and Uri Party by
applying NOMINATE to 146 roll-call votings in the 17th National Assembly of Korea.
The analysis reveals that there were two significant dimensions. The first dimension is
the one between the incumbent and opposition parties, or in other words, political
competition. The second one is the dimension of policy and ideology. Admitting that
political competition is normally expected and inevitable in any political system, the
reason for the failure has to be sought in the second dimension. The political support
for Rho Moo Hyun administration quickly began to subside after Rho's inauguration,
which in a way forced Rho a series of choices toward conservative policy, which in
turn sped up the dismantling of his political support. Given this observation, the second
dimension seems to represent the tension between his ideals and his realities. The
analysis suggests that the pro-Rho faction and politicians with movement background
chose Rho's realities, while those who had supported Rho but then felt betrayed wanted
to stick to his ideals.

Key Words: 17th National Assembly, Rho Moo Hyun, NOMINATE, Roll-Call Voting
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