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Life and Consciousness of the Poor
Domination of Inequality and Its Resistance in Every Day Life

Park, Keong-Suk
Dept. of Sociology, Seoul National University

This study examines the living condition and consciousness of the poor. For
this purpose, three years’ consecutive surveys and in-depth interviews from 2004
to 2006 were conducted for the low income families residing in Busan, Ulsan, and
Kyeongnam of South Korea.

Life of the poor is characterized by multiple deprivations. Various deficiencies
measured by economic, social, individual aspects are mutually tightening and
structuring a ‘web of deprivation’ which is difficult to exit from once fallen into.
The structuration of deprivation web reflects the every day life enclaved by
inequality. Economic deficiency, lack of individual and social capitals, and
maladjustment of self are the way in which inequality is experienced over the life
course.

In the consciousness and attitude of the poor, we witness tensions of assimilation
into and separation from inequality. The aspiration for breaking out of poverty
competes with the feeling of resistance against the coerced assimilation. Symptoms
of deprivations and compromises, assimilation and separation are floating in the
experience of the poor. Reflexive practices are required to tackle the domination
of every day life by inequality and the resultant multiple deprivation of the poverty.

Key Words: inequality, poverty, every daily life, multiple deprivations
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